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Costa Rica's foreign debt totals $4.5 billion. Based on a population of 3 million, the foreign debt
per capita is $1,500, or $310 more than the average per capita annual income calculated by the UN
Economic Commission for Latin America (ECLA). Washington plans a cut in aid to San Jose for
FY 1991. FY 1990 aid appropriations totaled $90 million, compared to the $64 million projected
for the next fiscal year. According to economist Gonzalo Ramirez, Costa Rica has traditionally
relied on "selling" its "strategic position." Its economy, he said, has been subsidized by injections
from the US Agency for International Development and donations by Washington. Statistics
published by the Social Christian Unity Party indicate a total of $1.2 billion of such subsidies
since 1982. Import spending has surpassed export revenues for several years. The resulting gap in
foreign currency needs is met by obtaining foreign credit. Such transactions in turn have increased
Costa Rica's fiscal deficit, estimated at about $150 million. Costa Ricans in labor market currently
unemployed or underemployed: 250,000. Illiteracy: 6.4% of the population. Infant mortality: 1.9% of
live births. Physician/population ratio: 1/1,250. Demographic growth rate: 2.9% per year. Population
distribution: 46% reside in urban areas, 64% in rural environs. (Basic data from Notimex, 02/03/90)
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